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WALTON COUNTY HERITAGE 
ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 
OFFICE LOCATION 

 

Walton County Heritage Museum, (Old Train Depot) 
Hours: Open Tuesday – Saturday, 1:00 – 4:00 PM 

 
Postal Address 

 

Walton County Heritage Association, Inc. 
1140 Circle Drive, DeFuniak Springs, Florida 32435 

Phone: 850-401-2060  
Website: http://www.waltoncountyheritage.org/# 
Email:  heritagemuseum@brighthouse.com 

  
DEPARTMENTS 

 
Administration 

 

President:  Marie Hinson, hinsonharmony@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Carolyn Brown 

Treasurer:  Sam Carnley 
Secretary: Susan Horaist 

 
Public Relations 

 

Vacant 
 

Museum Docent Coordinator 
 

Carolyne Brown  
 

Genealogy Society 
 

President: Wayne Sconiers, waynesconiers@embarqmail.com 
 

Newsletter 
 

Editor:  Sam Carnley, wsamuelcarnley@gmail.com 
Assistant Editor and Historian: Bruce Cosson, bac2work1958@yahoo.com 

Editorial Advisor: Diane Merkel, ddmerkel@cox.net 
Back Issues: http://www.waltoncountyheritage.org/GenSoc/newsletters.htm 

Cover Design:  Sam Carnley 
 
 
 

http://www.waltoncountyheritage.org/
mailto:heritagemuseum@brighthouse.com
mailto:hinsonharmony@yahoo.com
mailto:waynesconiers@embarqmail.com
mailto:wsamuelcarnley@gmail.com
mailto:bac2work1958@yahoo.com
mailto:ddmerkel@cox.net
http://www.waltoncountyheritage.org/GenSoc/newsletters.htm
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Newsletter Cover Collage Photos 
 
Clockwise from top left: 
 
1.  Darlington, Florida, early 1900s, Courtesy of Baker Block Museum, photographer 

unknown.  Edited by Sam Carnley. 
 
2.  Henderson-Mathis turpentine still in Glendale or Gaskin. 1904. Black & white photoprint, 

4 x 6 in. State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory. 
<https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/42107>, accessed 28 June 2017 by Sam 
Carnley. 
 

3. William Lewis (Luke) Hurst Family, Fleming Creek/Clear Springs area, north Walton 
County, ca 1894, from “The Heritage of Walton County, Florida,” p. 190.  
 

4. Old Paxton High School, “1961-62 Paxtonian” Year Book, photographer unknown.  Edited 
by Sam Carnley 
 

5. Walton County Heritage Museum, photo and editing by Sam Carnley. 
 

6. Gladys D. Milton (1924-1999), Midwife, Flowersview/Paxton, photo by her daughter, Maria 

Milton.  Also in “The Heritage of Walton County, Florida,” p. 249, and the September 2018 
Newsletter at http://www.waltoncountyheritage.org/GenSoc/NL2018Sep.pdf  Edited by Sam 
Carnley. 
 

7. Lake Jackson, South Side, in Paxton City Limits, photo and editing by Sam Carnley. 
 

8. Paxton Water Tower, Paxton, Florida, photo and editing by Sam Carnley. 
 

9. Old Freeport School, constructed ca 1908, burned 1943.  Photo from “The Heritage of 
Walton County, Florida,” p. 45.  Photographer unknown. Edited by Sam Carnley. 

 

10. Florala Saw Mill Company's engine number 3 - Paxton, Florida. 1907. Black & white 
photonegative, 4 x 5 in. State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory.  Photographer unknown. 
<https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/146972>, accessed 7 September 2019 and 
edited by Sam Carnley.  [Built in 1873 and Originally owned by New York, Ontario and Western Railroad 

Company as engine number 60; then owned by Southern Iron and Equipment Company as engine number 568 
in 1907; then owned by Florala Saw Mill Company as engine number 3 on March 3, 1907; returned to Southern 
Iron and Equipment Company and number changed to 915 on March 13, 1913; then owned by Louisiana Saw 

Mill Company as engine 50 in May, 1913.] 

 
 
 
The Walton County Heritage Association, Inc. is a 501 (C) 3 Florida Not for Profit Corporation 
Recognized by the IRS as a Public Charity Organization for Tax Deductible Donations. 

The Walton County Heritage Association was organized for four main purposes: 

http://www.waltoncountyheritage.org/GenSoc/NL2018Sep.pdf
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• To promote the preservation and restoration of buildings and other landmarks of 

historical interest within Walton County; 
• To maintain the Walton County Heritage Museum to preserve the heritage of Walton 

County for the education and enjoyment of current and future generations by collecting, 
preserving, and exhibiting artifacts and information from the time of its original 
inhabitants to the present; 

• To foster and enhance the development, education, and sense of history which is unique 
to Walton County; and 

• To secure cooperation and unity of action between individual citizens, businesses, and 
other groups as may be necessary to fulfill these purposes. 

The Association depends upon the support of its members and the business community to 
accomplish its goals. Annual dues are $25 for individuals, $40 for families and varying amounts 
for donors as shown on attached Annual Donor/Member Application for 2023.  Donor logos are 
also shown on the attached Donor page in the monthly newsletter.   

Annual Member/Sponsor Application 2023; See attached. 
 

 
Member Benefits: 

● Automatic membership in the Walton County Heritage Museum and the Walton County  
Genealogy Society. 

● Invitations to Quarterly Members Meetings  
● Discounts on Special Events 
● The Museum Research Center: Members get free copies of documents and use of the  

Genealogy Society computer when the Museum is open. 
● The Museum Gift Shop: Members receive discounts on books, special publications,  

postcards, photographs, CDs, DVDs, videos, and gift items. 
    ● Free subscriptions to the WCHA Newsletter. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

© 2023 Walton County Heritage Association, Inc. -               
www.WaltonCountyHeritage.org.   Walton Relations & History is a publication of 

the Walton County Heritage Association, Inc., Sam Carnley, editor.  Distribution is 
encouraged! For more information or to submit an article, please email its editor at 

wsamuelcarnley@gmail.com or phone at 850-209-3778. 
 
 

 

http://www.waltoncountyheritage.org/
mailto:wsamuelcarnley@gmail.com


H:\WCGS Newsletter and contact list\Books available at Museum\Walton County Heritage Museum_files\Book 
Order Form, Rev. 7-26-2022.docx 
 

From the Museum Gift Shop 
                                                       

Our most popular books 
 
                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

History of Walton County 
by John L. McKinnon.  The 
Museum has sold out of this book 
and it is out of print, but it is 
available at these links; 
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/georgiaboo
ks/pdfs/gb0503.pdf,  and 
https://www.alibris.com/booksearc
h?mtype=B&keyword=history+of
+walton+county&hs.x=0&hs.y=0 

 

 
 

The Heritage of Walton 
County, Florida.  Item code 
B13.   
Price: (Reduced) $40.00 
Tax:                        2.80 
Shipping:                8.00 
Total by mail    $50.80 

Images of America, DeFuniak 
Springs.  Item code B06.  By 
Diane Merkel.  Price, including tax, 

$23.53. 

https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/georgiabooks/pdfs/gb0503.pdf
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/georgiabooks/pdfs/gb0503.pdf
https://www.alibris.com/booksearch?mtype=B&keyword=history+of+walton+county&hs.x=0&hs.y=0
https://www.alibris.com/booksearch?mtype=B&keyword=history+of+walton+county&hs.x=0&hs.y=0
https://www.alibris.com/booksearch?mtype=B&keyword=history+of+walton+county&hs.x=0&hs.y=0


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL MEMBER/SPONSOR APPLICATION  
2023 

 
Name: 
 Individual/Family ________________________________________________________ 
 

 Sponsor/Business/Company ________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________ State ____________________ Zip________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Email:  ________________________________________ 
 
Member/Sponsor Category: 
 ( ) Individual $25.00,  ( ) Family $40.00,  ( ) Sponsor $100.00, ( ) Silver Sponsor $500.00, ( ) 

Gold Sponsor $1,000.00, ( ) Platinum Sponsor $2,000.00, ( ) Additional Gift $__________* To-
tal Enclosed $___________ *Gift earmarked for: ______________________________________ 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Additional gift of over $2,000.00 (any amount in excess of that number) would be greatly appreciated.  
You may earmark this gift for a specific expense/purchase of gift items for our museum. 
 

• All donor categories are entitled to membership in the museum and Genealogy Society and 10% discount 
on museum gift shop purchases.   
 

• For all levels of Sponsorship, the Walton County Heritage Association, Inc. will acknowledge sponsors 
on our website, in our newsletter and on a permanent plaque in the Museum.  Sponsorships are on an annual 
basis from January to December.  This is an acknowledgement of your gift only and does NOT constitute 
advertisement or the promotion of any individual, business or organization by the WCHA. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DI-
VISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE.  REGISTRATION 
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  REF: WALTON COUNTY 
HERITAGE ASSSOCIATION, INC., DTN3054584, CH52108. 

Our Mission 
The Walton County Heritage Association is a nonprofit organization that was organized for four main purposes: 

1. To promote the preservation and restoration of buildings and other landmarks of historical interest within Walton 
County; 

2. To maintain the Walton County Heritage Museum to preserve the heritage of Walton County for the education 
and enjoyment of current and future generations by collecting, preserving, and exhibiting artifacts and infor-
mation from the time of its original inhabitants to the present; 

3. To foster and enhance the development, education, and sense of history which is unique to Walton County; and 
4. To secure cooperation and unity of action between individual citizens, businesses, and other groups as may be 

necessary to fulfill these purposes. 
 

Please mail your check and this form to: 
WALTON COUNTY HERITAGE ASSOCIA-

TION, INC. 1140 Circle Drive, DeFuniak 
Springs, FL 32435. 

THANK YOU!!! 
 
 

The Walton County Heritage Association, Inc., is a 501(C)(3) 
charitable organization as defined by the IRS Code.  Gifts may 
be tax deductible as defined by the Federal Income Tax Regu-
lations.  To request a receipt for your tax-deductible member-
ship in the WCHA, or donation, please contact us. 



OUR SPONSORS for 2023 
We dedicate this page to our sponsors in recognition of their 

generous support of our mission. 
 

SPONSORS ($100-$499.00) 
Rose Rogers, in memory of Doug Rogers ($200.00) 

Craig Bowen ($100.00) 
David Bludworth ($300.00) 
Grace L. Marse ($100.00) 
Sally Merrifield ($100.00) 

George & Margaret Little ($100.00) 
Marie Hinson ($100.00) 

 
SILVER SPONSORS ($500 to $999.00) 

(None at present time) 

GOLD SPONSORS ($1,000 to $1,999) 
(None at present time) 

PLATINUM SPONSORS ($2,000 and up) 
City of DeFuniak Springs  

In the past the city has generously supported us with cash donations of $2,000.00 
annually, but due to changing budget priorities, was unable to do so in 2023.  We 
wish to recognize the city’s generosity however, for its in-kind donation of the 
RR depot which serves as the Walton County Heritage Association, Inc., Museum 
and administrative facility.  The city provides maintenance and upkeep on the 
facility, and payment of electrical, water and waste disposal services as well. The 
value of this facility to us is far in excess of $2,000.00 annually, for which we are 
deeply appreciative.  Thank you, City of DeFuniak Springs. 
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THE PINE LOG POET 
 

By  
Sam Carnley 

 
 

 Pine log was the name of a place probably unfamiliar to most people in Walton County.  I know about the area 
because it is where I grew up and knew the place and its people well.  It is now known as Children’s Home Community, 
the name which replaced the older Pine Log as it fell out of favor and faded from memory.   
 Pine Log seems to have originated from a little country school named after the creek it sat near in the north-west 
part of the county.  Reverend George M. Carnley, my paternal great grandfather, established the school before 1900 and 
initially called it “Carnley’s,” as the Walton County School Board records show.  The School Board appointed him 
supervisor of the school until he relocated from the immediate vicinity. After that, local residents renamed it Pine Log 
School and it continued operating until about 1915. 
 As I grew up there I had absolutely no interest in its history and cared nothing about it until I found myself advanced 
in age and began wondering about it enough to actually research it.  I learned that the name “Children’s Home School,” first 
appeared in in 1907, also as documented by school board records.  Over time, that became the community’s name more 
commonly used than Pine Log and younger generations lost all knowledge of the former name. 
 The name has not completely disappeared from history though, thanks to the little newspaper in nearby Florala, 
Alabama, known as the Florala News.  According to the paper, J. P. McNeil, a resident of Pine Log, began reporting on 
activities there about 1909 and the paper published them beginning on April 29 of that year.  That is the earliest date of 
record I have found, although I have no way of knowing if any records from an earlier date could be missing.   
 It is probably close to the earliest date however, because J. P. McNeil moved into the area about 1904.  Walton 
County deed records show he acquired forty acres from Stearns and Culver Lumber Company on June 24th of that year.  The 
deed described the property as located in the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section 27.  As the map appearing 
later in this article depicts, McNeil lived about a mile east of Pine Log Creek, close enough to make him an authority on 
goings on in the community. 
 As time passed, McNeil began calling himself the Pine Log Poet because that was the form in which he wrote his 
articles and the paper published them.  But his writings were more than just whimsy.  Many of them pointedly addressed 
issues of the day, and on occasion, reflected prejudices as well.  His first two poems in this article are examples. 
 The first, “A Hymn,” pokes fun at Billy Taft (President William Howard Taft, who succeeded Theodore Roosevelt 
as president in 1909).  Taft supported the right of workers to unionize, but not strike.  McNeil, who probably felt anything 
but love for unions, mocked him in his poem by joking about the farmers union meeting at Pine Log, about as likely a 
scenario as hell freezing over.   

The line in the poem about the gold bug seems to refer to species of the Scarab Beetle which attack grain and garden 
crops on which country people heavy depended for survival.  When he writes “the lightning bug can’t thunder as much,” he 
may have suggested that bug did not do as much damage as the gold bug.  The “Tarpin Bugs,” he mentions in the last two 
lines apparently refer to the Terrapin Bug, another insect which inflicted considerable damage to garden vegetables. 
 In his next article, titled “Pine Log News,” (by the News Poet, J. P. McNeil), what we now call prejudice comes 
out, although not viewed as that at the time.  Again, the thrust of this poem is cynicism directed at the then present and past 
presidents of the U. S.  Soon after his term ended in 1909, former president Theodore (Teddy) Roosevelt embarked on the 
liner Hamburg enroute to Africa, safari bound. 
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 The reader can draw his or her own conclusions about some of the language in the poem as I have drawn mine.  My 
job is to present history as written, not so we can erase it, but learn from it so as not to repeat it.  The references to Africans, 
guns and elephants, of course, relate to events and sights encountered on a safari.  By birds that don’t set, but hatch in the 
sand, he probably means ostriches, which according to those who profess to know, lay their eggs on bare ground to be 
incubated by the hot sun.   
 In the last two stanzas, he pokes fun at the U. S. congress and President Taft for authorizing the digging of the 
Panama Canal which began during his administration and finished in 1914.  He concludes that no one can explain what 
consequences will arise by digging the canal, but what weighs most heavily on the minds of folks in Pine Log is the need 
for rain on their fields and gardens. 
 Most of McNeil’s poems were published in his name, but a few were not.  Some were published in the names of 
pen names, presumably of other writers, such as “The Dixie Traveler,” and “A Piney Woods Hoosier.”  In his article, the 
“Hoosier,” mentions a sermon preached at New Light Church by a “Rev. G. W. Cornley.  The article was dated 17 June 
1909.   The Reverend was actually my great grandfather, George M. Carnley, who established the school that later became 
Pine Log.   

Some of the articles were published as “Route 2 News,” in reference to the local postal route from the Laurel Hill 
post office located in neighboring Okaloosa County, the closest one to Pine Log then, and remains so today. 
 Whether written by McNeil or others, the articles are replete with names of relatives and friends familiar to me from 
the time I lived there.  The Busbees were a large family who lived literally on the banks of Pine Log Creek.  My father’s 
mother was Busbee.  Dudley Chipley Cawthon, a son of the well-known W. J. D. (Uncle Bully) Cawthon, married one of 
the Busbee girls.   

The Bruners were another familiar name.  A member of that family is credited with naming Childrens Home. The 
Childrens Home School and church are mentioned a number of times.  Their locations changed many times over the years 
and in some instances, those mentioned were not the ones I remember because they came and went before my time. 
 I attended first grade in the fall of 1948 at the last school standing in Childrens Home.  In January 1949 when I 
turned six years old, I moved on to Paxton and remained through graduation in 1961.  About a year after I left the Childrens 
Home school it was sold off and partially torn down.  The part that remained eventually burned down one cold winter night, 
leaving it nothing but a memory of my early life.  
 In a Florala News article published July 1, 1937, McNeil wrote an article titled “Pine Log Creek Has Some Visitors 
This Week.” It was part narrative and part poetry.  The narrative told of his granddaughters, Bertha Garrett and Katherine 
Story, visiting from Chicago.  The poem delt with a new grist mill being built on Pine Log Creek.  
 He wrote a second article in poetry form about the visit of his granddaughters, which the paper published on 16 
September 1937.  Headed “Pine Log News, Dedicated to Pine Log’s Summer Visitors,” it began “Three pretty little girls,” 
in reference to his two granddaughters and a third young lady who accompanied them on the visit.   
 Appearing in the paper the same day was a poem written by granddaughter, Bertha Mae Garrett, Chicago, Illinois.  
Titled “Dedicated to the Pine Log Poet,” it paid tribute to her beloved grandfather and gave a detailed physical description 
of him so complete as to almost form an image of him in the mind of the reader.  In a few short weeks, Bertha would find 
great consolation in having written that poem to him. 
 In the 14 October 1937 edition of the paper appeared the headline “John P. McNeill Dies Suddenly.” So ended the 
life of the Pine Log Poet.  He would write no more, but what he had written remained as his legacy, for which the descendants 
of all those people he wrote about owe him a debt of gratitude.  If not for him and other writers like him, and the Florala 
News, there would be no history of Pine Log and Childrens Home.   
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 The last in this collection of Florala News articles does not identify its author.  Although it is dated prior to McNeil’s 
death, it is not possible to tell if he wrote it.  Titled “Childrens Home Notes,” and subtitled “Delightful Club Meeting 
Enjoyed Tuesday,” it tells of a meeting of the Pine Log Woman’s Club, something else about Pine Log I had never heard 
of.  I am thankful however, to whoever wrote it because it names many people I knew.   

Included were Mrs. Frank (Grace) Dixon whom I knew quite well.  We called her Sister Dixon and she attended 
Childrens Home Church along with my mother, my three sisters and myself.  Also included were John, Albert and Percy 
Allen.  I picked cotton for john a few times, one of which was the first and only time I picked a hundred pounds during my 
short cotton picking career. 
 Percy married Thelma Carnley, a cousin of mine and their oldest daughter, Carolyn and I were close friends.  Percy 
drove the bus I rode during most of my time at Paxton High School.  One of John’s daughters and sister of Percy, Mae 
Hazel, married another cousin of mine.  He was Lloyd Carnley, brother of Percy’s wife, Thelma.  Others mentioned who 
were familiar to me were Alonzo Weeks and John Hurst.  Alonzo was a son of Harmon and Caledonia Carnley Weeks, a 
sister of my grandfather, John Carnley.  John Hurst was a son of George Hurst, who raised a large family in Childrens 
Home.   
 The article also tells of several of the people at the meeting swimming in Pretty Pond.  That is another place I knew 
well.  It was a beautiful place and I enjoyed swimming there many times.  
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