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The State Library and Archives of 
Florida Online Research  

By Sam Carnley 
 

The State Library and Archives of Florida is a 
valuable historical and genealogical research 
source.  I have had occasion to avail myself of these 
services recently in doing research for newsletter 
articles and responding to genealogical inquiries 
received by the Walton County Genealogical 
Association. 
  
A recent inquiry for example sought information on 
a source of Florida County elected officials from 
1910 and 1940.  I learned that this information can 
be found in "Reports of the Secretary of State" 
published annually since 1887 and are online at the 
State Library website at this link:  
https://www.archive.org/details/statelibraryandarchives
offlorida?&sort=date&and%5b%5d=%22report%20of%2
0the%20secretary%20of%20state%22 
 
The report years I found on the website go up to 
1961-1962.  Later years are probably available but 
may require a form of access other than online. 
 
This is only one example of the type of information 
available at the State Library website.  It includes a 
wealth of a variety of information, so you owe it to 
yourself to check it out when you have run up 
against the inevitable "brick wall" in your historical 
or genealogical research. 
 
      

 

Upcoming Reunions 
 
The WCHA schedule of annual reunions can  
be accessed by clicking the link below.  If you 
know of reunions you would like added to the 
schedule, please email them to the Newsletter 
Editor. 
 
http://www.waltoncountyheritage.org/genealogy.htm 
 

Recent Genealogy Queries 
 

The Walton County Genealogy Society has received the   
requests for information appearing on the second page 
of the Newsletter.  If anyone can help with them, 
please send the information to the Newsletter editor at 
the email address on the last page of this newsletter.    

 

Featured Article 

The featured article this month is the first installment 
of the program booklet of the 13th Annual Session of 
the Florida Chautauqua held in 1897. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walton County Heritage Museum 
Open Tuesday – Saturday, 1:00 – 4:00 PM 

1140 Circle Drive, De Funiak Springs, FL 32435 
850-951-2127 

www.WaltonCountyHeritage.org 
WaltonCountyHeritage@cox.net 
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Genealogy Queries 
 

●  I am trying to find records for the death/burial of Mary Gomillion w/o of J. P. Gomillion buried in Red Bay 
Cemetery and for Jesse Pickney Gomillion also buried in Red Bay.  The information on the headstones does not 
match the ages on the census records.  Could you direct me to someone who may have access to these records?  
Thank you. 
Randi Mathieu 
randimathieu@gmail.com 
Dec. 28, 2016 
 
●  Can you provide me any history on how Camp Creek Lake in Walton County located on Scenic Route 30A 
was given it's name?  Thank you. 
Carolyn L. Webre 
cwebre73@gmail.com 
Jan. 18, 2017 
 
●  My name is Marissa Powell and I am currently interning at the St.Augustine Barracks helping my adviser 
Alison Simpson in coming up with a WW1 exhibit. My contribution to this display will be the gathered 
information on Florida's county guards that were organized during this time in various counties. I have been 
given information that on January 30th, 1918 the 6th Co. Coast Artillery was formed in DeFuniak Springs with 
its captain being Harley Cawthon. The 6th Co. Coast Artillery was disbanded on September 23, 1918. I didn't 
find anything about this when looking to your website. Would you happen to have any more information on 
this county guard? If you could email any information or link you come across to this email it would be greatly 
appreciated.  
Powell, Marissa Elizabeth 
MPowell817@flagler.edu 
Feb. 8, 2017 
 
●  I (am) working on the Genealogy of the Anderson-Broxson Families of Walton County. Our larger family 
includes the descendants of five related families: 

Gilbert Ray & Catherine McCullum 
Ephraim J, Gordon & Annie Brown 
Benjamen Bryant Davis & Sarah C. McCullough 
Malcolm Lamon & Effie McLean 
Michael Vaughan & Margaret Powell 

I have recently come across a record that indicates that William Thomas Ray in 1940 was either the Walton 
County Tax Collector or an employee of the Tax Collector.  An Anderson ancestor, Angus Lane Anderson, that 
lists him as being a County Official in 1910.  I have been unable to find any listing of historic Walton County 
Elected Officials on the internet and as I do not live in Florida it is difficult for me otherwise conduct Florida 
research.  Does such a list of Walton County Officials exist? If so, how might I gain access to the list?  I would 
most certainly like to find out about the two individuals noted above.  I have found in my research that a 
number of persons, including myself, have served as elected public officials in sate and local government in a 
number of different states.  I usually attend the Anderson-Broxson Family reunion the last Saturday October 
each. I am hopeful that health and time will afford me an opportunity to visit your museum and organization in 
2017.  Thank you, 
Robert M. Anderson, Jr. 
Bob Anderson 
124 Skinner St 
Centerton, Ar 72719 
Cell 5736459749 
Phone 4797954413 
Email: rmamsc70k@gmail.com or rmande@centurytel.net 
Feb. 27, 2017 
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Historic Florida Chautauqua 
Program Booklet Gifted to WCHA 

By Sam Carnley 
 

The Walton County Heritage Association has received the gift of a rare Florida Chautauqua program 
booklet for the 13th annual session of the winter assembly at DeFuniak Springs for February 18 to 
March 17, 1897.  The booklet, which is in excellent condition, came from Mrs. Pat Buffa of Pensacola 
Beach, Florida.  She came into possession of the item about 15 or 16 years ago when she found it in a 
box of junk she purchased while antiquing in Augusta, Ga.  She was recently going through the box 
and on coming across the booklet, looked up the Walton County Heritage Association on the internet.  
She decided to mail the booklet to the address shown on the web page thinking it might be of interest 
to the WCHA.  How little did she know what a rare and valuable gift the item would be to WCHA.  
Thank you, Mrs. Pat Buffa, for being so thoughtful and taking the time and interest to send us this 
wonderful gift which we so greatly appreciate.  
 
When Robert Daniel, Historian and Archivist of the Florida Chautauqua Association was advised of 
the booklet he said it was among those the Association did not have in its collection, and was 
appreciative of the digital copy the Museum has now provided him.  Mr. Daniel indicated the 
assemblies were held annually from 1885 to about 1926, under the auspices of the Chautauqua 
organization.  It continued a few years afterwards through the Redpath Chautauquas, which were 
traveling lyceum events held in circus-like tents.  A program was published for every year of the more 
than forty years the assemblies were held and the Chautauqua Association has in its archives either 
digital or hard copies of all the programs except those for 1888-1892, 1898 and 1920-1925. 
 
Mr. Daniel commented as follows on the significance of the Chautauqua documents to the history of 
the City of DeFuniak Springs: 
 

 The importance of these documents to the researcher of the history of not only the 
Florida Chautauqua, but the city of DeFuniak as well cannot be overstated. These documents 
are a snapshot of what was going on during that time here in DeFuniak, including what 
businesses were operating here. A few minutes spent looking through the programs give you a 
taste of life during that time, the subjects presented were timely topics, or things of interest in 
America at that time. I have found many new clues in each program as I further research our 
history here. But with every piece of information, there are also new mysteries. For example, in 
1885, you will find the printed dates on the cover, and on some programs, a stamped date that 
is different along with the printed date. As it turns out, the Chautauqua started a week late 
because the Auditorium was not finished yet. In others, you will find in researching that not 
everyone who appeared on the stage of the Florida Chautauqua would be listed in the printed 
program, because of changes, deaths, or opportunities that presented themselves during the 
assembly. One example is that William Jennings Bryan only shows up in the 1916 program, 
when in truth, he spoke 4 times during the assemblies. He was friends with Wallace Bruce and 
his son Kenneth, and would often stop to visit, if he did while the assembly was in session, he 
would happily take the stage for his friend. We hope to find all the programs we are missing to 
place into the Florida Chautauqua History Research library we have located here at the old 
Lakeside Hospital for anyone to come in and use for research.  
 

For the enjoyment and enlightenment of our readers, the entire 1897 program booklet will be 
presented in the newsletter.  Due to its some fourteen pages however,  making it too voluminous for a 
single article, it will be presented in two editions of the newsletter, with the first appearing on the 
pages that follow and the second in the one of April.    
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To be continued in the April newsletter. 
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